Agony of the Tree 


An old, tall and strong tree was cut near its roots and was 
lying on the ground. Seeing its pitiable condition, a passer-by 
asked—“Oh dear tree! You were very strong and till yesterday 
you were standing with full honour. What happened that 
today you are lying in this condition?” 

In a painful voice tree replied—“A piece of wood from my 
family had joined the ax and became its handle. With his help, 
ax cut my roots. Had my own wood not joined my opponent, 
even the iron ax could not have harmed me.” 

A person may tolerate the ill treatment of others, but even 
the smallest pain given by his near and dear becomes 
unbearable. He feels shattered. 
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Dialogue between Arjun and Flute 


Once Arjun asked the flute—“Dear ! Krishna always keeps 
you on his lips. We always try hard to get his blessings but hardly 
succeed, while you, without any effort, are always on his lips.” 

“No, no, not without any effort”— replied the flute. “I too have 
tried hard, Arjun. You know that to become a flute I had to 
sacrifice my identity.” 

Now Arjun realized the truth. Flute was empty and had no 
voice. It produced the musical notes of the person, who played on 
it. By seeing a flute, none can say that once it was a bamboo, 
pecause it had no joints or obstruction. 

Arjun learnt the unique method to win God’s love. 
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Greedy Woman 


Sant Chidambar was a very famous spiritual person. People 
used to pray before him and got blessings from him. Once, a 
woman prayed before him and requested to be blessed with a 
son. Sant gave her some roasted gram to eat first. She sat under 
a tree and started eating gram. Many small children were 
playing nearby. They came closer, expecting to get some gram to 
eat but the woman continued to eat and gave nothing to them. 

After finishing this meal, she again went to the Sant with her 
desire for a son. Sant said—“Devi ! When you could not be 
generous to give few grams to the children, how do you expect 
God to give you a precious gift of a son for nothing ?” 

Only generous persons are blessed 
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Freedom to Choose 


Duryodhan and Arjun both went to Bhagwan Krishna. They 
wanted him to join their side in the war of Mahabharat. 
Duryodhan reached first. Krishna was sleeping at that time. 
Arrogant Duryodhan sat near his head. Next, came Arjun and 
with reverence, sat near his feet. 

When Krishna woke up, he saw Arjun first and asked the 
reason of his coming. Just then, Duryodhan said—“I came 
before him so please listen to me first.” Krishna said—“Arjun is 
younger. Hence, he will get preference but your desire will also 
be fulfilled. I will be on one side, while my whole army will be on 
the other side. Arjun ! Tell me what you want ?” 

There was freedom to choose. It was upto one’s discretion as 
to ask for God or his grandeur. Arjwn very submissively 
said—“Bhagwan ! I want you. You may not take part in the war 
but just remain with me.” Duryodhan smiled on the foolishness 
of Arjun and was very happy to get the huge army. 

Arjun had the support of God and he finally won. 
. Duryodhan, who always indulged in 
crooked, sinful and illegal acts 
was killed, along with all his 
friends and relatives. 
Every person has 
freedom to choose God’s 
grace like Arjun or the 
path of illegality and 
immorality like 
Duryodhan. One is 
called discretion and 
prudence, while the 
other is called selfish 
and thoughtless 
oolhardiness. 
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Value of Cleanliness 


Gandhiji was on a peace-keeping mission to Noakhali. He 
was meeting people and also consoling distressed persons. At 
the same time, he was also cleaning the streets. He used 
leaves to collect excreta and filth to dump it in the pits. 

He said—“Cleanliness is the most valuable human 
quality. It does not require any fixed time or programme. It 
can be done alongwith normal daily routine also. One only 
needs to understand the value of cleanliness”. 
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Bad Intention is always Harmful 


A king went wandering in a forest. He was very thirsty 
also. He saw an old man near a field of sugarcane. He asked for 
water to drink. Old man plucked two sugarcanes, put them in 
crusher and filled a bowl with juice. King became extremely 
pleased to drink this juice. He asked the old man—“Is there 
any tax on sugarcane ?” Oldman replied—“No, no, our king is 
very considerate. Why will he tax us ?” King started thinking 
that there must be some tax on such a sweet thing. He 
mentally considered on this point and finally decided to tax 
sugarcane. 

Before leaving the place, king asked the old man—‘“Please 
give me one more bowl of sugarcane juice.” Old man again 
plucked two sugarcanes but this time bow] was not filled with 
juice. King was surprised and asked—“What is this? Why the 
bowl is not filled this time?” 

Old man was farsighted. He said—“Seems that our king 
had some bad intentions. Otherwise, , 
this would not have happened.” 

King repented at heart. 
He thought that if king’s 
intentions are so . 
effective then the / 
intentions and 
conduct of spiritual — 
and intellectual 
persons must be 
having deep effect 
on society. 

Society is 
effected by good or 
bad intentions of 
its people. 
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Good Family Traditions 


Vivekanand was to go abroad. He went to mother 
Shardamani for her blessings. Mataji said—‘“First do one thing, 
then I will bless you.” Pointing to a naked sword placed nearby, 
she said—“Bring that to me.” 

Vivekanand picked up the sword and gave its handle to 
mother, while holding the pointed and sharp edge himself. 
Mother blessed him and said—“One, who understands the 
problems of others and himself takes all pain is always blessed 
by God. You will always get blessings and favour of God.” 

Vivekanand used to say—“I learnt and acquired many good 
qualities in the family atmosphere of Ramkrishna Paramhans. 
Excellent family traditions help in developing ideal Sanskars in 
a person”. 
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Draupadi’s honour was Saved 


Draupadi was bathing in river Yamuna. At some distance, 
a Sadhu was also taking bath. His Langoti, kept on the shore 
was blown by wind and swept away by water currents. One, 
that he was wearing, being old was also torn. Sadhu was 
worried as how to go out naked? He decided to conceal himself 
behind bushes and go to his hut, when it becomes dark. So he 
hid behind a bush. 

Draupadi saw all this. She went upto the bush, tore one- 
third portion of her Sari and gave it to Sadhu saying—‘“Please 
take it. You can make two Langotis from this cloth. Rest is 
sufficient for me. Honour of every person is supreme.” Sadhu 
gratefully accepted this charity. 
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Later, when in the court of Duryodhan, Draupadi was being 
dishonoured, she called God for help. Now God considered—if she 
had some pious deeds in her name, it would be possible to give her 
in return. When checked, it was found that the piece of cloth 
given to Sadhu had increased manifold with interest. God gave 
all that to Draupadi in the form of a Sari to save her honour. 

Word Devta had come from Daan, i.e. to give to others always. 
Such persons are called Devta. God has given immense treasure 
to a person so that tradition of Daan may not stop. 
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Compassionate Khalifa 


Khalifa Umar (civil and spiritual head of the state) was going 
with his Gulam (servant) through a village. He saw an old 
woman weeping bitterly. On enquiry, she said—“My young son 
was killed in the war and now I am starving but Khalifa had no 
idea about my pitiable condition.” 

Khalifa returned back with his Gulam. He lifted a bagful of 
wheat on his back and started to go to that woman’s house. 
Gulam said—“Why are you carrying this on your back ? Let me 
carry this bag.” Khalifa said—I will have to carry the load of my 
sis niyself to the house of God. You will not be there to help me.” 

Atter receiving the wheat, old woman asked his name. He 
told—“I am Khalifa Umar.” Old lady blessed him and said— 
“This tendengy of considering ioe pain of the public as pain of 

at | your own family 
will make you a 
role model of all 
' Khalifas. You 
> will get millions 
_— of blessings and 
will become 
immortal.” 
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Benefits of Sufferings 


Once a pretty little girl asked Prime Minister 
Nehru—“Chacha Nehru ! When was your weight at the highest 
level and how much it was?” Nehru was surprised at such a 
funny question. He searched his memory and in a very loving 
tone said—“Dear Munni ! When I was in Ahmadnagar prison, 
my weight was 162 pounds.” In a voice of smiling flowers, he 
further said—“Inside jail, I had to face great hardships. All 
those sufferings increased my weight and also kept me 
healthy. I considered myself fortunate that I was suffering 
hardship in jail to get freedom for my country. This happy and 
carefree attitude towards life increased my weight.” 

Even in adverse situations, a person can gain some benefit. 
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Glowing Talent 


Udayan, disciple of Rishi Angira, was highly talented. He 
wanted to impress others by his talent and avoided the help of 
his friends also. Rishi thought that this tendency will harm him 
and decided to teach him a lesson. 

On a winter night, Rishi and all disciples were sitting 
around a brazier (Angithi) which had burning coal. They were 
discussing some spiritual matter. Suddenly, Rishi said—“How 
warm and soothing is the brazier at this time of coldness but its 
credit goes to the coal burning in it. Is it not?” Everyone agreed. 
Rishi further said—“Look at that big burning coal in the 
brazier. It is very hot and glowing. Take it out and put near me 
so that I may have greater advantage of its warmth.” 

That big coal was picked up with tongs and kept near Rishi 
Angira.But soon it faded and was covered by ash. That hot 
glowing coal became black and cold. 

Now Rishi told his disciples—“Children! See to this. 
Howsoever glowing and talented you may be, but never commit 
the mistake like this coal. If it had remained in brazier with 
other coal pieces, it would have *~" 
glowed till the end. By remaining ta? aad 
alone, it has lost all it’s glow — 
and talent.” . 

He further saic 
—“Family and society 
are like a brazier, in 
which, all talented . 
persons jointly glow. 
Vanity of personal — 
talent is always 
harmful. 
Cooperation is 
beneficial for 
person and society 
both.” 
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Sun and Lamp 


Looking at the flickering lamp, sun said—‘“Little child! 
You have not seen the power of darkness. It is like a python 
and will swallow you. Keep quiet and don’t waste your life.” 

Lamp replied—‘“Sir, you have never broken your oath to 

move on continuously then 
why shall I? As long as I 
have life (oil), I will 
continue to burn.” 
One may have very 
- - little power but with firm 
@ @ determination and sincere 
J labour, he may complete 


NI every task. 
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Bapa Jalaram 


A farmer Jalaram lived in village Veerpur (Gujrat). 
Whatever was produced in his fields was used to feed poor and 
helpless persons and also Sant-Mahatmas. He used to work in 
the fields while his wife cooked food for all. There was always 
an unending chain of persons coming to his house for food. 
They had no liability of maintaining children. 

Once God came to their house in the form of a Sadhu to 
test their compassion and reverence and said—“My bedding 
is to be carried to the next village. Please arrange for it.” 
laram was not in a position to hire a 
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head and went with the Sadhu. Now Jalaram worked in his 
fields for halfday and cooked food in the remaining time. 

God had tested them. After some distance, Sadhu gave a 
small bag to his wife and disappeared. Back to her home, she 
hanged the bag on a peg in the room. That was Annapurna 
bag and as such, there was never any scarcity of food from that 
room. Even today, thousands of persons visit Veerpur village 
to get sacred food of this Annapurna bag. Food grains in the 
store never end. Bapa Jalaram’s bag is still there to feed all. 

One, who serves and helps others is always blessed by 
God. i i. 4 
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Mother of Vidya Sagar 


Ishwar Chandra Vidya Sagar was just a youth. Since 
childhood, he had the habit to spend whatever he possessed for the 
welfare of others. He learnt this habit of giving and helping others 
from his mother. 

Once he came home with a friend and told his mother—“My 
friend has no money to pay his school fee and so is unable to appear 
in exams. Can we somehow help him?” His mother immediately 
took out her Mangalsutra and gave it to the boy. It was mortgaged 
to pay school fee. Boy appeared in exams and passed. He got back 
the mortgaged Mangalsutra and placed it on the feet of Vidya 
Sagar’s mother. Lovingly, she scolded him and said—‘“Son! It is 
called Mangalsutra and is to be used for Mangal (welfare) 
activities. You sell it and use the money for further studies.” 

One must always help the needy. 
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Patience and Cool mind 


A passenger was tired after a long journey and was quietly 
standing near a hillock. Three boys, grazing their sheep 
nearby started guessing as to who he was ? 

One said—“Seems that his pet animal has gone astray. He 
is looking for that.” 

Other said—“His friend has remained behind so he is 
waiting for him.” 

Third said—“He is looking for something to take with him 
as amemento from this place.” 

They all approached him to find out the actual reason. 
Passenger thought for a while and said—“When one is tired 
and there is no proper place to sit, it is better to stand quietly 
and find out the solution with patience and a cool mind.” 

One must not worry when problems appear. Thinking 
with patience and cool mind, one can get the correct solution. 
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Courageous Chanakya 


Chanakya was born in Magadh during Gupta period of 
history. He was very studious and respected his mother too 
much. One day, his mother was weeping. On enquiry she 
told—“Your two front teeth indicate that one day you will 
become a great scholar and then you will forget me.” Chanakya 
smiled and went out. He soon returned with both front teeth 
broken and said—“Now see, that indication has been 
destroyed and I will remain in your service forever. If you will 
permit, I will serve the country also.” 

Later, Chanakya went to Takchashila and studied there 
for 24 years. On return, he started a school at Magadh which 
produced many brilliant students. 

Those days, king Nand of Magadh was very cruel and 
atrocious. Yunan was also at war with Magadh. Chanakya 
selected a talented youth Chandragupta and with him toured 
south and Punjab. He collected an army and defeated all the 
enemies. On return, he also dethroned Nand and coronated 
Chandragupta as the emperor. He himself devoted his time in 
spreading education and spiritual morality. Throughout his 
life, he confronted illegality s 
andimmorality. 

Great enlightened 
intellectualsalways sal 
keep themselves Sr 
busy on social 
service without 
craving for any 
honour. 
Courageous 
Chanakya was 
such an ideal 
person. 
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Effect of Goodwill 


A person was following a Sant and also abusing him. Sant 
was quietly proceeding on his way. That was a forest area. 
When he reached near a village, he stopped and asked that 
person—“Brother! I am standing here. You may now abuse 
me as much as you wish.” 

“Why so?”— that wicked person asked. 

“Because many people of that area knew and respected 
me. If they would have seen you abusing me, they might have 
punished you.” 

“Why you care forit ?”’—wicked man again asked. 

“It would have pained me to see you being beaten. You are 
following me for quite a long time and I also have affection 
for you.” Sant explained in a very loving tone. That wicked 
person fell on Sant’s feet. 

Do you know who that 
Sant was? He was the 
Guru of Shivaji, "a 7 \5 
Samarth Ramdas. Se X, 

Our goodwill : | 
and affectionate 
thinking deeply 
affect a person. : 
They not only change .2¢g5..N1 aie 
aperson,butcanalso ff 
change the whole 
atmosphere. 
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Money Management 


An old man went on religious pilgrimage for three years. 
Before going, he divided his wealth equally and gave to his four 
sons saying—‘“I will take it back on return. In case I do not return, 
it will be yours.” 

One son kept the money in safe custody. Second gave it on loan 
for interest. Third spent it in personal enjoyment, while fourth 
started a business with that money. 

After three years, the old man returned and asked for his 
money. First one returned it as it was. Second one gave the money 
with some interest. Third one told the story of his enjoyment and 
pieaded his helplessness. Fourth one returned four times of what 
was given to him. Father praised him and declared him as his 
successor. One, who had earned some interest, was also praised. 

Old man explained—“Every person knows that in business 
money can multiply. But for this, one must endeavour earnestly 
without any selfish interest. Only such a person can intelligently 
fulfil family responsibilities. I had gone on pilgrimage just to test 
your wisdom.” 
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Precious Time 


Rault Shuj had great pleasure in studying all the time. He 
had such a deep passion for studying that even during service 
and also performing family responsibilities, he mastered 200 
languages. He translated several books of different languages. 
He was always seen busy in literary work. 

When he retired from service, he said—“It is good that now 
I can devote all my time in studies.” He had resolved to learn 
more and more languages till the end of his life. He was the 
only person in whole world, who had such a firm dedication for 
learning. 

Every person gets same precious time of 24 hours each day. 
One, who properly utilizes it, becomes great. 
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Concentrate on Target 


Guru Dronacharya asked—“Duryodhan ! What do you see?” 

“Sky, tree, leaves and bird which is the target”— replied 
Duryodhan. 

Dronacharya said—“You cannot hit the target. Sit down.” 
One by one, several students were asked but all failed. Now came 
the turn of Arjun. Guruji repeated the same question to him. 

“Gurudev ! I am looking only the eye of the bird and nothing 
else,”—replied Arjun. bedi 

Dronacharya ordered him to fire. Arrow hit the eye of bird. 
Guruji explained to all—“One, who has full concentration on the 
goal always succeeds.” 
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Sultan Zain-ul-abdin 


Sultan Zain-ul-abdin respected all religions equally. Even 
today, people of Kashmir remember him as Barey Shah. He had 
great regard for all religions and languages. He got translated 
many books of Persian and Sanskrit. Sultan had very cordial 
relations with other countries and also exchanged precious gifts 
with them. 

Once Shahrukh, worthy son of Taimurlang and ruler of 
Samarkand, sent to Sultan diamonds, jewels and elephants as 
gift. Sultan returned this gift with thanks and sent a letter to 
him—“Instead of this gift, if you could send few intellectuals and 
books in Arabic, Persian and Sanskrit, I will be extremely 
pleased.” 

This shows that Sultan considered intellectual persons more 
valuable than jewels and diamonds. 
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Help Yourself 


In Greece, there was a boy named Kilanthis. He was 
studying in the school of famous intellectual Jeeno. Kilanthis 
was very poor and did not have even proper clothes to wear 
but he paid the school fee regularly. He was very brilliant and 
other students were jealous of him. They thought that 
Kilanthis was stealing money to pay the school fee as he had 
only old torn clothes to wear. They got him arrested for theft. 

In the court, Kilanthis boldly and fearlessly said—“I am 
totally innocent. I have been arrested on a false charge of 
theft. To prove this, I want to produce two witnesses.” 

First witness was a gardener. He deposed—“This boy 
comes daily to my garden and pulls water from the well. I pay 
him for this work.” Second witness said—“I have become old. 


A 


{7 
4 >, 
1, ne 
A I ET 
Sethe oo 
Kf 
| ay 
/ 
ee taearreemenal 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 
www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


24 


25 


This boy comes daily to my house and grinds flour for me. He 
gets money for this job.” 

In this way, Kilanthis earned some money, by his physical 
labour, to pay school fee and also to meet his daily needs. 
Judge was very much pleased to know that Kilanthis was 
doing all this with his hard-earned money. He wanted to give 
him all possible help so that he may continue his education 
without doing physical labour. 

But Kilanthis refused this help and said—“I want to study 
by earning myself. My parents have taught me to be self- 
dependent rather to live on charity.” 

Good Sanskars given in childhood become firm and 
permanent in life and make a person great. Such children 
make the country proud. 
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Purity of Mind 


Some Brahmins went to take bath in river Ganga. As water was 
very deep, so they could not dare to enter the river. They had no 
utensils to take water from the river for bathing. They were all 
confused. 

Sant Kabirdas was also bathing there. He had a Lota (metal pot). 
He cleaned it and gave to the Brahmins so that they may bathe with 
its help. 

All the Brahmins refused to take it and cried—“No, no, we can’t 
touch the Lota of a weaver. It will make us impure.” 

Kabirdas said—“Brothers! This Lota has been cleaned by earth 
and washed with water of river Ganga. If it has not yet become pure, 
then how the human body, which is full of ill-will and dirty thoughts, 
will be purified by bathing in Ganga ?” All those Brahmins looked at 
each other. They had no reply. 

Actually purity of mind is real purity. If there are bad feelings 
and dirty thoughts in the mind, how can outer cleanliness purify a 
person? One must always try to purify his mind and inner conscience. 

This is the essence of Kabir’s teachings. : . , 
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Wisdom is Greater than Power 


Hundreds of pigs lived in a forest but there was only one 
lion. Whenever he wished, he attacked and caught one pig as 
his meal while other pigs ran away in panic. 

One day, an old pig assembled his whole family and 
said—“We are being killed by the lion. If we are to die why not 
die bravely? Why can’t we all live with cooperation?” All the 
pigs agreed to this. 

Next day, a group of stout pigs was formed. It was decided 
that they will not wait for the lion to attack, but will pounce 
upon him first. With new hope and courage, they all went to 
lion’s den and suddenly attacked the sleeping lion. He had 
never faced such an attack. In panic and confusion, he ran 
away very fast to save his life. He had no time even to see his 
attackers and thought that some evil spirits (Bhoot) had come 
in the forest. 

Lion went away to another forest and never returned. Pigs 
now lived a very peaceful life. Wisdom and good planning of 
the pigs gave them victory over lion’s great power. 
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Andrew Carnegie 


Andrew Carnegie’s father was a weaver in Scotland. His 
mother, after finishing her daily work at home, worked at the 
shops of a washerman and a cobbler. By such hard labour, 
they could make their living. His father and mother loved 
each other deeply. Andrew was very much impressed with 
this. He had only one shirt and her mother daily washed and 
pressed it. In childhood, he could not get opportunity to study 
but good Sanskars of the family gave him a glowing 
personality. 

He joined a petty job in telegraph office. There he also 
learnt the art of sending and receiving telegrams, passed the 
exam and became a clerk in that office. Later, he purchased 
an agriculture farm. By chance, he discovered an oil well in 
this farm. This increased his business and earning both. 
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He did not marry and said—“As long as my mother is 
alive, I will remain in her service only. After marriage, my 
loyalty will be divided.” After his mother’s death, he married 
at the age of 52. 

Even after marriage, he continued to help poor and 
helpless children for good education. He spent 
1,50,00,00,000 Dollars for this charitable work. Before his 
death, he also burnt all the papers to free his debtors. His 
magnanimity was highly respected. 

Benevolent persons are always loved and honoured. 
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Feelings of a Rock 


A boat stopped near a rock. The boatman asked the 
rock—“You are being hit from all sides still you are not 
disappointed?” 

Rock’s soul politely said—“Friend ! Disappointment and 
death are one and the same. IfI felt disappointed, how could I 
give rest to the tired passengers ? I would have been deprived 
of the pleasure of such service also.” 

One must be happy in every condition. 
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Rajendra Babu returned the Shoes 


Late President of India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad was on a visit of 
several states and reached Ranchi. He had pain in his feet. Reason 
was that the sole of his shoes had worn out and nails were pinching. 
Rajendra Babu always used shoes made from the leather of 
naturally dead animals. There was such a shop near his camp so he 
sent his secretary to bring a pair of new shoes. He put on new shoes 
and asked the price. 

“Ninteen Rupees”—came the reply. 

“Last year, the cost was eleven rupees.”—said Rajendra Babu. 

Secretary replied—“Shoes worth eleven rupees were weak and 
hard.” 

Rajendra Babu was not satisfied. He said—* When I can pull on 
with those shoes why to spend nineteen rupees instead of eleven? 
Please return this pair and bring that worth eleven rupees.” 

One who spends prudently with caution is always respected. 
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Dutifulness of Tilak 


Once, there was a 
very serious epidemic of 
plague in Poona. Eldest 
son of Lokmanya Tilak 
was also down with 
plague. His condition 
was very serious. Inspite 
of this, Tilak started to 
go to office to complete 
the remaining work of 
his newspaper, Kesri. 
Someone questioned his <A y 
going—“Your son is ~ 
fighting for his life. Can 
you not postpone going to 
office?” ‘ 

Tilak replied with all _ 
seriousness—‘‘Whole 2 


Maharashtra eagerly 
waits for Kesri, so how can 
I avoid going to office?” He 
went to office and Kesri 
was published on time. 

Tilak had the courage 
to control his affection and 
attachment to perform the 
_ duty. This devotion to duty 
gave him the honour of 
Lokamanya. 
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